
INTRODUCTION TO DSBA  
ZOOM LIVE WEBINAR CLES

Due to the cancellation of in person, live CLE approved courses, because of restrictions im-
posed by the Governor’s COVID-19 response, the Supreme Court of the State of Delaware 
Commission on Continuing Legal Education has waived the requirement that at least 12 of 
the 24 CLE credit hours must be earned by attending in person live CLE approved courses. 
The requirement is waived for the two year periods ending December 31, 2020 and De-
cember 31, 2021. All 24 CLE credit hours for those two-year periods may be satisfied by 
approved courses that do not require an in-person, live appearance.

The Supreme Court of the State of Delaware Commission on Continuing Legal Education can-
not accept phone conferencing only. You must attend through a device that allows us to ob-
tain your Bar Id in order to receive CLE credit.

Your attendance will be automatically monitored beginning at the scheduled start time and 
will be completed when the CLE has ended. If you enter or leave the meeting after or before 
the scheduled start/end time, you will receive credit only for the time you attended. Your CLE 
credits will be submitted to the Delaware and Pennsylvania Commissions on CLE, as usual.



Mediation is a process by which parties to a dispute use a neutral party to facilitate a mutually agreeable 
resolution to their conflict. It is a confidential process in which the mediator, a third-party neutral, directs 
settlement discussions, but does not render a judgment on any issue in dispute. Mediation is a non-adversarial 
way to resolve conflicts in Criminal Court. The role of the mediator is to help the parties understand and focus 
on the important issues needed to reach a resolution. The process is valuable because it allows victims to 
have more of a say in the process and allows the parties to not only resolve the issue at hand but address any 
underlying conflicts that may have contributed to the crime. 

3.0 hours CLE Credits including .5 hours Enhanced Ethics 
for Delaware and Pennsylvania Attorneys

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2020  |  9:00 A.M. – 12:15 P.M.

DSBA WEBINAR VIA ZOOM

Criminal Court 
Mediation  
in Delaware

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

SPONSORED BY THE DEL AWARE STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

Includes 15-minute Break

 � The Mediation Program in the Court of 
 Common Pleas

 � Delaware Programs

 � Criminal Mediation in the Delaware Courts

 � Good Case Candidates for Mediation

 � Legal Fees and the Expungement of  
 Arrest Records

 � Wrap up, Q&A, Call to Action



MODERATOR
John P. Deckers, Esquire

John P. Deckers, P.A.

Welcome and Overview

RATES: 
$190.00 for DSBA Members and Staff    
$150.00 Government Agencies (DSBA Member)  
$290.00 for Non-Members  
$9.00 for PA Credit 
All rates include the CLE Seminar and Material Download. 

DSB07152020CRIMI

OUT OF STATE CLE CREDIT
Those at tendees that wish to receive CLE credit, other than from 
Delaware or Pennsylvania, should contac t their individual State’s 
CLE Commission for credit.  The Delaware State Bar Association can 
provide you with the Agenda (included in the Materials sent with 
your registration confirmation) and a Cer tif icate of At tendance 
(upon completion of the webinar), which should meet the 
requirements of compliance.

VISIT WWW.DSBA.ORG/CLE TO REGISTER AND FOR CLE POLICIES
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SPONSORED BY THE DEL AWARE STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

The Mediation Program in the Court of  
Common Pleas
The history and a brief overview of the Mediation Program 
in Court of Common Pleas.  A guide in deciding mediation-
eligible cases and the criteria for misdemeanor charges, 
established in 2008 between the Court and DOJ.
Joann I. Personti
Mediation Officer
Court of Common Pleas for the State of Delaware

Delaware Programs
The history of the program/ how it began before it was 
legislated in DE. How the mediation program actually works 
Including what mediators need to be aware of in mediations. 
National findings for programs and the most successful cases 
these findings see. The referral guide for the programs as 
they currently stand in DE.
Barbie Fischer
Victim Offender Conferencing 
The Delaware Center for Justice

Break

Criminal Mediation in the Delaware Courts
The prosecution perspective on criminal mediation. How 
the program is funded. How the nonprofit organizations are 
contracted to perform the mediation work. The need for 
independent mediators. Victim rights and communicating the 
process to victims/defendants.
Lawrence Lewis, Esquire
Deputy Attorney General
Delaware Department of Justice

Good Case Candidates for Mediation
Types of cases that lend themselves as good candidates for 
mediation. The conditional nolle prosequi concept, treatment 
programs, restitution payments that can help the State/
Defense get to an alternative resolution beyond a straight 
conviction in circumstances where formal mediation is not 
utilized.
Sonia Augusthy, Esquire
Office of Defense Services

Legal Fees and the Expungement of Arrest 
Records
Ethical considerations for private counsel who charge legal 
fees: Rule 1.5 of the Delaware Lawyers’ Rules of Professional 
Conduct.The impact of the 2019 Adult Expungement Reform 
Act on Mediation dispositions. The distinction between adult 
mediation and juvenile mediation: a call for change.
John P. Deckers, Esquire
John P. Deckers, P.A.

Wrap up, Q&A, Call to Action
Why expanding criminal mediation is a good idea in light of 
recent current events.


