
THE DELAWARE STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

ANNOUNCES THE

The Delaware State Bar Association is pleased to announce the 2017 Fiction Writing Com-

petition in accordance to the rules below.  An impartial panel will pick the three best stories. 

The winners will receive awards and have their stories published in The Bar Journal. You 

are encouraged to send in your best work of f iction, with the following provisions:

1. The contest is open to all current Delaware State 
Bar Association members.

2. Authors may collaborate, but no more than one 
submission from each member will be considered.  

3. An impartial panel of lawyers will choose the final 
three winners without knowledge of the identity of 
the authors. The decisions of the judges are final. 

4. Your entry must be previously unpublished and 
original. The short story may be on any fictional topic 
(humorous, anecdotal, mystery, science fiction, etc.). 
Among the criteria considered in judging the articles 
are: quality of writing, originality, and creativity. 
The judges will not consider any article that, in the 
sole judgment of the panel of judges, contains matter 
that is libelous or that violates accepted community 
standards of good taste and decency.

5. Entries must be 2,000 words or fewer (entries over 
2,000 words will not be considered) and must be 
submitted electronically. 

6. All entries submitted will become the property of 
the DSBA and, by submitting the article, the author 
warrants that all people and events in the article are 
fictitious and that any similarity to actual people or 
events is purely coincidental.

7. The winning entries, if any, will be published in 
The Bar Journal. The Editorial Board of the The Bar 
Journal reserves the right to edit articles and to select 
no winner and to publish no article from among those 
submitted if the submissions are deemed by the Edito-
rial Board and the judges not to be of notable quality.

8. All entries must be received no later than February 
28, 2017 in proper form. Submissions received after 
that time will not be considered. Please direct all 
submission to: Rebecca Baird at rbaird@dsba.org (a 
confirmation email acknowledging your entry will 
be sent). Only the authors of the top three entries, as 
determined by the judges, will be contacted by the 
DSBA at the conclusion of the contest and before 
publication.
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